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Warring to Harvest

Mindrances to

During these past couple of months, |, Rebecca, have
been lead by the Lord to study the issue of pray during
my quiet times. | have been greatly helped in this en-
deavor by R.A. Torrey in hisbook Prayer and Faith, and
by Finney in his book Power, Passion and Prayer. | do
not claim to be an expert on the subject of prayer, rather,
prayer is something that | struggle with. | want to share
with you a few of the things the Holy Spirit has been
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pointing out to me, in hopes that you will be helped just
as| have.

Let’'sget honest. So many of us ask othersto pray for us
for three major reasons:

** because our own prayers are not getting answered,
and we hope that God will answer someone else
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** pecause we do not have confidence that God will
answer our prayers

** hecause we KNOWwe are not putting enough qual-
ity time into prayer to feel we would get an answer
from God

Let’'s be honest now, hasn’t this been the case in your
life at some point? | believe thisis common to most
Christians' experience. So, | want to bring to your
attention some of the major things that hinder usfrom
getting answersto our prayers, and keep us from hav-
ing the confidence that God will indeed hear and an-
Swer us.

We Pray With Wrong Motives

“You ask and do not receive, becauseyou ask amiss, that
you may spend it on your pleasures.” James4:3

“Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you
do, do all totheglory of God.” 1 Cor. 10:31

“And whatever you ask in My name, that | will do, that
the Father may be glorified in the Son.” John 14:13

The next time you start to pray, STOP! First sit down
and think about what you are going to ask

God for, and why you are asking for it. The next time you
Do you know that God not only takes note gart to pr ay STOP!

of what we are asking for, but He al so ex-

aminesour heartsto see WHY we are ask- F| rst Sit down and

ing?

the Father. (Word Wealth, John 2:11, Spirit Filled
Life Bible)

You see, God is very concerned with His reputation!
God IS everything that is wonderful, majestic and
splendid! Our livesareto belived in such a way that
everything we do and say points to Who and What
God 1S Why? So that others can come to a saving
knowledge of Jesus Christ and come to see just how
wonderful our God is.

Now, back to our prayers. We may have awhole list
of thingsthat we are asking for, BUT, why do we want
thesethings? Have we ever sat down to think about it
and see if what we are asking for will result in other
people seeing just how wonderful our God is? (That
is, giveglory to God.) Or are we asking for our own
comfort, or our own pleasure?

You see, in the scripture quoted in John, Jesus said
that He would answer whatever we ask in order to
bring glory to the Father. If we ask for something
that will NOT bring glory to the Father, then God won’t
answer us. If we ask for something which we desire
in our hearts for our own pleasure rather than God's
glory, then God won't answer us.

When the Holy Spirit drove this
point hometo me, it put awholenew
light on my prayers. | realize that |
haven't spent nearly enough time
thinking about God's glory! Am |

The WHAT we are asking for may not be th| nk abOUt What you living in such away asto show how
wrong, but ninetimes out of ten God does are gOI ng to ask GOd wonderful God is to other people?

not answer us because the reasonswe are
asking for it are wrong.

Do you know that there is one operating aski ng for it.

principlein God'skingdom that must rule
our wholelives? Itis. everything we do, say, ask for,
or think, must bring glory to God. Most of us never
stop to think about God's glory, except occasionally
during a praise and worship session at church. Even
then, wedon't really understand what it meansto bring
glory to God. What, exactly, does the word glory
mean? Originaly the word glory made reference to
an opinion or estimation in which oneis held. Then
the word came to denote the reputation, good stand-
ing, and esteem given to a person. It progressed to
honor or glory givento peoples, nations, and individu-
als. The New Testament word for glory becomes splen-
dor, radiance, and majesty centered in Jesus and God

Aml| asking for thingsin my prayers

fOr, and Why you are that will bring glory to God?

Frankly, in some cases, | don’t know.
So what is the solution?

“Likewise the Spirit also helpsin our weaknesses. For
we do not know what we should pray for as we ought,
but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with
groanings which cannot be uttered. Now He who
sear chesthe heartsknowswhat themind of the Spirit is,
because He makes inter cession for the saints according
to thewill of God.” Romans 8:26-27

The Holy Spirit will show us how to pray if we will
just takethetimeto ask Him! Whenit comesto prayer,
the Holy Spirit is our teacher. | find that my most
effective prayers come only after | have spend consid-
erable time seeking the Lord and studying His word,
asking the Lord HOW to pray, and WHAT to pray for.




For instance, maybe you are married to a man who is
not aChristian. If youwere a Christian when you mar-
ried him, then you directly disobeyed God's Word in
thefirst place, and you need to ask God's forgiveness
for that sin. (2 Cor. 6) Now you areterribly unhappy,
and there is a terrible struggle in your home because
your husband is leading your children into all sorts of
things that go against God's Word. You have prayed
and prayed for your husband’s salvation because you
are so weary with the continual struggleinyour home.
That isawrong motive. You are seeking merely your
own pleasure and comfort. But, if you ask the Lord to
move on your heart so that you cometo the placewhere
you genuinely grieve because your husband is rebel-
ling against God and bringing disgrace to Him, then
your prayers will be answered much more quickly!
When your heart wants only God’'s glory, you will ask
for your husband’s salvation in order that God may be
glorified through hisconversion. Youwill then, inyour
prayers give God full control over exactly what needs
to happen in your life and the life of your husband to
bring him to Christ.

Sn In Our Life Blocks Our
Prayers

“Behold, theLord’shand is not shortened,

That iscannot save;

Nor Hisear heavy,

That it cannot hear.

But your iniquities have separated you from your God,;
And your sins have hidden Hisface from you,

So that Hewill not hear.” Isaiah 59:1-2

This scripture clearly shows us that unconfessed and
undealt with sin makes it impossible for God to an-
swer our prayers, even though the things we are pray-
ing for are entirely according to His will.

If you have never taken thetimeto thoroughly cleanse
your life, you need to do so. Writeto me and send me
your mailing address, and | will send you ahandout to
help you go through this process. | cannot tell you
how important thisisl!

Too many times church congregations Th| S 3:” pture CI eal'|y “Catch usthefoxes,

Thelittle foxesthat spoil the vines,

and pastorspray for revival simply sothat ShOWS us that UNCON-  For i v s s b

more people will come into the church

and thus improve the finances of the fessed and undealt
with sin makesiit
impossible for God

church. God will never answer such
motives!

Sit down, and spend some time prayer-

Song of Solomon 2:15

“L et thewordsof my mouth and the
meditation of my heart

Be acceptable in Your sight . . ."
Psalm 19:14

fully considering this principle. Ask the tO @aNSWer Qur

Holy Spirit to examine your heart and

reveal to you exactly what isin it. Re- prayers...

member, our own hearts can deceive us.
(Jer. 17:9) How does your heart need to change so

that you now ask only for things that will bring glory
to God? If you are sincerein asking the Lord to show
you, He will. What are your true motives? Why are
you asking for the things you are asking for? Do you
want out of adifficult situation? Maybe God wantsto
keep you in that situation, but enable you to walk vic-
toriously in the midst of it to bring glory to Himself.

Are you demanding that God send you a husband or
wife or children? Why? Did you ever stop to think
that perhaps God could work in such away inyour life
that would bring more glory to Him if you didn’t have
those things? Once our hearts begin to be centered on
bringing glory to God, our prayer requestswill change,
and God will be quick to answer us.

The sins that most often block our
prayer life, are the hidden and se-
cret sins that we justify to our-
selves. They arethelittle things that when they come
up, we have a“feeling” that they are not pleasing to
God, but wedon’t have afirm scripturethat says“ Thou
shaltnot . ..” sowejustify them. If you are struggling
to obtain an answer to prayer, you should ask the Lord
toreveal to you the hidden sinsinyour life. When He
does bring something to your mind, don’t jump to jus-
tify that thing. Instead agree with God. Confess that
thing as sin and put it out of your life. Too often we
say, “Oh Lord, IF thisthing iswrong in Your sight, |
will giveit up.” You already KNOW it is wrong be-
cause the Lord has brought it to your attention. In-
stead you must say, “Oh Lord, please forgive me for
thissin, | agree with you that it issin, and am putting
it out of my life, please help meto do this.”




Remember, God'sforgivenessisinstantaneous! Once
you confess a sin, you are forgiven and cleansed im-
mediately. Theblock to your prayerswill be removed
at once.

Idols In Our Hearts

“Now some of the elders of Israel came to me and sat
before me. And the word of the Lord came to me, say-
ing, “Son of man, these men have set up their idolsin
their hearts, and put beforethem that which causesthem
tostumbleintoiniquity. Should | let Myself beinquired
of at all by them?” Ezekiel 14:1-3

Most Christianstoday do not set up literal idolsintheir
homes and worship them — such things a statues of
Buddah or other gods. However, most all Christians
have “idols’ in their hearts. What is an idol in your
heart? It isanything that you desire or value so much
that youwill sinto getit. Itisalsoanything that means
more to you than God or His commandments.

L et me give you some examples:
Some people want love and marriage so

understand why their prayersarenot answered. Simple.
Their child is their idol. By not demanding that that
child obey God'sword, they are putting their child be-
fore God, and therefore come under God's discipline.
No wonder their prayers are not being answered!

What idols are in your heart? You really won’t know
until you ask the Lord to show

much that they fall into sexual sin over and al I Chl’l Stl ans them to you. Ask and ask again,

over again. The “Idol that causes them to
stumbleintoiniquity” isthedesirefor love

with total sincerity. If you do this,
God will show you. BUT, you

(19 ) I
from another human being. The desire for have |d0| S, [N must be willing to listen, no mat-

attention.

their hearts.

Some peoplewant wealth so much that they
arewilling to lie, cheat, steal, and neglect God’s king-
domin order to get it. Do you cheat just alittle bit on
your taxes? Then you have an idol in your heart —
money. Do you refuse to give when the Lord prompts
youto give? Doyou lieor cheat at work or in business
to get ahead? Then you have an idol in your heart.

Do you desire to please your spouse so much that you
are willing to neglect God’'s kingdom and engage in
various social pursuitsthat are not pleasing to the Lord
to please him/her? Then you have your spouse as an
idol in your heart.

Do you love your children so much that you are will-
ing to allow them to do and get involved in things that
are sinful or not pleasing to the Lord? Are you sup-
porting financialy an adult child who isliving in sin?
Thenthat childisanidol inyour heart. Almost every
day | am contacted by someone who isin terrible fi-
nancial difficultiesbecausethey are supporting an adult
childwhoislivinginsin or not working. They cannot

ter how painful it is. Removing
idols from our hearts is terribly
painful. We must have God's help
to do this.

Unlessyou removetheidolsfrom your heart, you will
never have an effective prayer life.

Unforgiveness

“And whenever you stand praying, if you haveanything
against anyone, forgivehim, that your Father in heaven
may also forgive you your trespasses. But if you do not
forgive, neither will your Father in heaven for give your
trespasses.” Mark 11:25-26

Without a doubt, unforgivenessis one of the greatest
problems within the body of Christ. Aslong asthere
isjust one personin your lifewhomyou have not com-
pletely forgiven, your prayerswill go unanswered.

| have written in detail about how to forgive in my
book Becoming A Vessel of Honor, chapter 8.




If God isn’t answering your prayers, then you had bet-
ter search your life. Do you have bitterness or anger or
hatred toward anyone? If so, then you have not for-
given them.

Singinessin Our Giving

“For even in Thessalonica you sent aid once and again
for my necessities. Not that | seek thegift, but | seek the
fruit that abounds to your account. Indeed | have all
and abound. | am full, having received from
Epaphroditusthethings sent from you, a sweet-smelling
aroma, an acceptablesacrifice, well pleasingto God. And
my God shall supply all your need accordingtoHisriches
in Glory by Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:16-19

How we love to quote the last part of this section of
scripture: “ And my God shall supply all your need
according to Hisrichesin glory by Christ Jesus.” But
what we don’'t do is include the previous two verses
that go with this statement. WHY could the Apostle
Paul be so confident that God WOULD supply every-
thing the Philippians needed? Because of their sacri-
ficeingiving. If you arenot agenerousgiver, thenyou

CANNOT claim the promise in this

versel All of God'spromisesarecondi-  (GOd Wwants our
whole heart and our
Thereare so many scripturesonthistopic undi Vi ded attenti on

tional, this one included.

that | cannot includethem all here. This

Difficulties Between
Husband and Wife

“Husbands, likewise, dwell with them [wives] with un-
derstanding, giving honor to the wife, asto the weaker
vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life,
that your prayersmay not be hindered.” 1 Peter 3.7

Difficulties between husbands and wives is one of the
greatest hindrances to Christians receiving answers to
their prayers. |f your relationship with your spouseis
not Godly and loving, then you need not expect God to
hear and answer your prayers!

Do fly into rages at your spouse? Do you hold bitter-
ness and anger toward your spouse for something he/
she has done in the past? Are you jealous of your
spouse? Do you lie to your spouse? Do attempt to
manipulate and control your spouse? Are you sarcas-
tic, critical, and put down your spouse to others and to
him/her? Do you NOT value your marriage relation-
ship with your spouse above ALL others except the

Lord? Do you put your children before your spouse?
youp D¥) you put your job %eltgor your

spouse? Thelist goeson and on. If
you do any of thesethings, then your
prayers will be greatly hindered.

Lack of Fervency

is an area in your life that you need to  \When we pray.

examine and ask the Lord to deal with
you about. Are you a giver? Do you
give only because you fedl you have to? Do you give
grudgingly? Do you give only the bare minimum you
feel God will accept? Do you get angry when alove
offering is taken up, or do you simply not think about
love offerings at all. Are you ready to give in your
everyday life when you come across someonein need?

Do you give only to receive in return? Do you harbor
anger and unforgiveness at someone who has borrowed
from you and not repaid the debt? Remember, Jesus
told us that if we lend to someone, we should not ex-
pect to paid back. (Luke 6:34) | know many Chris-
tianswho have destroyed their prayer life over thisone
thing. Someone borrowed from them and then was not
able to pay them back. They became very angry and
set out to destroy this person. In so doing, they just
blocked God from answering any of their prayers.

“ ... Thegéeffective, fervent prayer of
arighteousman availsmuch.” James

5.16

So many of our prayers are not answered simply be-
cause we don't really care about praying them. God
wants our whole heart and our undivided attention
when we pray. Too many of our prayers are emotion-
less, brief and careless. | think one of the reasons
why the Prayer Basket we have helps people to get
answers to their prayers is because they have to put
some effort into writing out their prayers. They have
to think about what they want to pray about, they have
to be specific, and they have to take the time and ef-
fort to write them down. God wants intensity in our
prayers. Hewants usto be serious and committed to
what we are praying. If we don’'t care enough to be
intense in our praying, why should God care enough
to answer?




I know thisisquitealist, but don’t get dis-
couraged. Takesometime. Sit downwith

apen and paper and pray through thislist.

Ask theLord to show you thethingsinyour

life that are blocking Him from answering

your prayers. Then write them down! Re- ,
pent and confess them and ask the Lord to p-
forgive and cleanse you.

Remember this. If thereissomethingin your

life blocking God from answering your
prayers, no one else is going to be able to get
Godto answer you! Asking someone elseto pray
for you will not help. Yes, there is much power
when God's people join together in unity in prayer,
but here | am talking about your personal problems
and prayers. If you aren’t getting answers, don't think
that someone else can pressure God to answer you. It

is up to you to go to the Lord and find out what is
hindering your own prayers. Thistakeshumility, time
and effort, but | cantell youitiswell worth thetrouble!
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Upcoming Trip to Africa

| leave on November 26™ for ) S
Cameroon, Africa. | will not get * o
back until Dec. 15". | have been =5 Ty
much in prayer for this trip and ask
you to pray for me aswell. First, |
need protection. With the Muslim
uprising around the world, this will
trip will have some dangers. Also, it
will be very long and tiring. | haveto
fly from Little Rock, Arkansas, to Dallas,
Texas, then to London, England, then to !
Logos, Nigeria, then on to Cameroon. | am \“‘-g
doing some better health wise, but the physical i
drain of the trip and the ministry will be intense.

It is my burning desire to see souls saved and set \_
free. | havetold the Lord that if He will do amiracle 1
and enable me to physically accomplish all that | needto .
do, that | will, on my part, do my very best to teach His
peopleand bring thelost to Christ. Itismy earnest desirethat
God Himself will do amighty work inthat country. | have been
told that they are expecting some 30,000 people to attend the meetings in
thetwo cities. | very much appreciate your standing with me in prayer for
thistrip.

Copies Love Offerings
You are welcome to copy any of our newsletters to With all of my heart | want to thank those of you who
give to other people. If you know of someone who have helped us with extra these past several months.
would like to receive our newdletter, if they live in- Thanks to God's faithfulness and your generosity, my
side the U.S., please send their name and address to medical bills have been completely met! We pray fer-
us. We will be happy to add them to our mailing list. vently and continually for those of you who give to our

ministry. Itisour heart'sdesirethat God will richly bless
you and your families.

We are a faith-supported ministry. That means, we are
directly dependant on your obedienceto God to meet our
needs and keep the many facets of this ministry going.

Please send your offering in the enclosed envelope. Thank
you so much.

© Harvest Warriors, Inc., 2005




Order Form

copies of Power, Passion, & Prayer, by
Charles Finney ($15 per copy)

copies of Prayer and Faith, by R.A. Torrey
(%18 per copy)

copies of How to Pray, by R.A. Torrey ($5 per copy)

copies of Smith Wigglesworth on Spiritual Gifts, by
Smith Wigglesworth ($13 per copy)

copies of The Power of Faith, by Smith
Wigglesworth, ($18 plus $5 shipping)

copies of The Blessings of Obedience, by Andrew
Murray ($9 per copy)

copies of Unveiling Islam,by Ergun M. Caner
(%13 per copy)

copies of Who Is This Allah, by G.Mashay ($9.00)
copiesof Theldamic Invasion, by Robert Morey ($13)

copiesof Protection from Deception, by Derek Prince.
($6.00 per copy)

copies of Thus Saith The Lord, by John Bevere
($23.00)

We carry many wonderful books on our web site bookstore.
Check it out: www.harvestwarriors.com.

Mail to:
Evang. Danidl Yoder
Rebecca (Brown) Yoder, M.D.

P.O. Box 65
Clinton, AR 72031

Harvest Warriors Outreach Ministries

Name and Address:

copies of Standing On The Rock ($13.00)

copies of Becoming A Veessel of Honor ($13.00)
copies of Unbroken Curses ($13.00)

copies of He Came To Set the Captives Free ($13.00)
copies of Prepare For War ($13.00)

copies of Experiencing The Presence of God, by
Charles Finney ($18 plus $5shipping)

copies of The Counselor, by A.W. Tozer, ($13 plus $5
shipping — may combine shipping with one other
book of the same price)

copies of The Pursuit of God, by A.W. Tozer — ($15
plus $5 shipping)

copies of A Shepherd Looks At Psalm 23 and Lessons
From a Sheep Dog, by Phillip Keller ($16 and $10,
both can ship together for $5)

copies of Masonry, Beyond the Light, by William
Schnoeblen ($13 plus $5 for shipping, may combine
with one other book of the same price)

bottles of the Holy Anointing Qil, ($40 per bottle plus
$5.00 postage.

Pricing: As noted per copy
$4.00 postage for 1 or 2 books
$8.00 postage for 3 or 4 books
$12.00 postage for 4 or more
unless otherwise noted

We are warring to harvest!
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